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for a 42. A very general complaint, and one urged
with great emphasis by the Principal of the Mayo
School of Art, is that nowhere is it possible to
buy wood of a guaranteed age. Standing trees,
or scantlings are sold by the Irrigation and Forest
Departments and by District Boards. The Indian
carp enter has not however sufficient capital to
allow of his keeping wood until it is thorough-
ly seasoned, perhaps after 80 years, nor has he
the storage accommodation. It has therefore
been suggested by Mr. Heath that there should
be a central wood storage dep6t managed by a
combination of Government departments, where
wood of known age can be obtained. Until
such can be established there is a probability
that good workmanship will be wasted on im-
properly seasoned wood.                             *

Matches*             43.  yhe Punjab is responsible for a single

experiment in match manufacture. A retired
clerk, by name Eaghu Bam, set up a small
plant at Solon. A verbal arrangement with
a Bhagat State official regarding supplies of
timber came to naught, and thus the factory
was soon immobilised. It did however have
time to experiment with Chil wood (recommend-
ed in Troup's monograph). A few gross of boxes
were placed on the Simla market, but utterly
without success* The fibres of the wood were
too twisted, and the splints therefore much too
brittle ; the proprietor of the factory who has